From [zmir Institute of Technology:
IZMIR INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY GRADUATE EDUCATION REGULATION
CHAPTER ONE
Purpose, Scope, Legal Basis, and Definitions

Purpose and Scope

ARTICLE 1- (1) The purpose of this Regulation is to establish the principles and
procedures related to graduate education conducted at Izmir Institute of Technology.

(2) This Regulation covers the provisions regarding master’s and doctoral programs
conducted at [zmir Institute of Technology.

Legal Basis

ARTICLE 2 — (1) This Regulation has been prepared based on Articles 14 and 44 of the
Higher Education Law No. 2547, dated November 4, 1981.

Definitions

ARTICLE 3 - (1) The terms used in this Regulation are defined as follows:

a) ECTS: European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System,

b) ALES: Academic Personnel and Graduate Education Entrance Exam,

¢) Maximum duration: Two semesters for preparatory scientific programs, six semesters
for thesis-based master’s programs, three semesters for non-thesis master’s programs, twelve
semesters for doctoral programs, and fourteen semesters for post-bachelor’s doctoral programs,

¢) EABD: Institute Department of Science,

d) EABDB: Departmental Graduate Program Board of Institute

¢) Institute (IZTECH): Izmir Institute of Technology,

f) Institute Board: The Graduate Education Institute Board of Izmir Institute of
Technology,

g) Institute Executive Board: The Graduate Education Institute Executive Board of Izmir
Institute of Technology,

g) Plagiarism: The act of presenting others' ideas, methods, data, or works as one’s own,
either partially or entirely, without proper citation in accordance with scientific standards,

h) IZTECH Executive Board: The Executive Board of izmir Institute of Technology,

1) LEE: The Graduate Education Institute of [zmir Institute of Technology,

i) Academic staff: Faculty members and instructors,

j) Faculty member: Academic staff with the title of Assistant Professor or higher,

k) OIDB: The Student Affairs Department of izmir Institute of Technolo gy,

1) Program: Master’s and doctoral programs,

m) Rector: The Rector of Izmir Institute of Technology,

n) Senate: The Senate of Izmir Institute of Technology,

o) Distance education: Education activities conducted in higher education institutions
using information and communication technologies, designed and implemented based on
mutual interaction between students and academic staff, without requiring the academic staff
to be in the same location, with lessons delivered synchronously,

0) UAK: Inter-University Board,

p) YDS: Foreign Language Proficiency Exam,

1) SFL: School of Foreign Languages of Izmir Institute of Technology,

s) YOK: Higher Education Council.

CHAPTER TWO
Principles Regarding the Language of Instruction, Academic Year, and Types of
Instruction

Language of Instruction



ARTICLE 4 — (1) The language of instruction in I[ZTECH’s graduate programs is
English. However, courses that are required to be conducted in Turkish or another language are
determined by the Senate.

‘Academic Year

ARTICLE 5 — (1) The academic year for graduate education is determined by the Senate.

(2) An academic year consists of two semesters, each lasting at least sixteen weeks,
including final examination periods.

(3) Summer education may be provided within the scope of the academic year. Summer
education is conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Izmir Institute of Technology
Summer Education Regulation published in the Official Gazette dated 6/8/2012 and numbered
28376.

Types of Instruction

ARTICLE 6- (1) Graduate education includes thesis-based and non-thesis master’s
programs, doctoral programs, and post-bachelor’s doctoral programs.

(2) Thesis-based and non-thesis master’s education can be conducted through formal,
evening, or distance education. Doctoral education is conducted through formal education.

CHAPTER THREE
Principles Regarding Student Admission

Student Admission

ARTICLE 7 — (1) To apply for doctoral and thesis-based master’s programs, candidates
must meet the minimum ALES (Academic Personnel and Graduate Education Entrance Exam)
score set by the Senate, which must not be less than 55 in the ALES score type relevant to the
program being applied for. However, ALES is not required for applicants who hold a
doctorate/proficiency in art/specialization in medicine/specialization in dentistry/specialization
in veterinary medicine/specialization in pharmacy and are applying to master’s or doctoral
programs.

In evaluating such candidates, the Senate determines a score between 55 and 75 (not lower
than 55 and not higher than 75) regardless of the graduate program entry score type or
specialization area of the applicant. This score is announced as part of the requirements for the
relevant program. These candidates may apply to a field different from their previously acquired
score type or doctorate/proficiency/specialization area. The announced score is considered the
ALES score in calculations, regardless of the score type.

Additionally, candidates who hold a bachelor’s degree from faculties of medicine,
dentistry, veterinary medicine, or pharmacy (excluding preparatory years), completed in at least
ten semesters, or possess specialization authority in a laboratory field as stipulated by the
Ministry of Health and are applying to doctoral programs must have an ALES score not less
than 55 in the score type relevant to the program, as determined by the Senate.

(2) ALES scores may not be required for candidates applying to non-thesis master’s
programs. If an ALES score is required, the minimum score is determined by the Senate.

(3) To apply for doctoral programs, candidates must achieve the score set by the Senate
on YDS (Foreign Language Proficiency Exam) or an English language exam recognized by the
Interuniversity Board (UAK).

(4) Candidates applying to doctoral programs with a bachelor’s degree must have a
minimum undergraduate GPA of 3.00 out of 4.00 or an equivalent score. Additionally, their
ALES score must be at least 80 or higher, as determined by the Senate.



(5) Candidates must submit their applications to graduate programs within the specified
periods, providing all requested information and documents in accordance with the detailed
principles outlined in the announcement.

(6) Candidates who have graduated or are eligible to graduate from a bachelor’s program
may apply to master’s programs. Candidates who have graduated from a bachelor’s program
may apply to doctoral programs with a bachelor’s degree. Similarly, candidates who have
graduated or are eligible to graduate from a thesis-based master’s program may apply to
doctoral programs with a master’s degree. The principles regarding candidate applications,
including the weight of the ALES score (not less than 50%) in the evaluation process and other
matters concerning student admission to graduate education, are determined by the Senate.
Graduate and doctoral programs may accept students based solely on their ALES scores, as
well as based on additional criteria as follows: :

a) For master’s programs, in addition to the ALES score, the undergraduate GPA, written
scientific evaluation, and/or interview results may be considered.

b) For doctoral programs with a master’s degree, in addition to the ALES score, the
master’s GPA, written scientific evaluation, and/or interview results may be considered.

¢) For doctoral programs with a bachelor’s degree, in addition to the ALES score, the
undergraduate GPA, written scientific evaluation, and/or interview results may be considered.
In this case, the percentage contribution of the undergraduate and/or master’s GPA, written
scientific evaluation, and/or interview results to the evaluation is determined by each EABDB
on a program basis. For non-thesis master’s programs where student applications are accepted
without an ALES score, the contribution percentage of the undergraduate GPA, written
scientific evaluation, and/or interview results to the evaluation is determined by the relevant
EABDB. The EABDB sends the evaluation results to the Graduate School (LEE). Student
admission to the programs is approved by the Institute’s Management Board. The results are
announced by the Graduate School.

(7) To be admitted to a master’s program, a candidate must hold a bachelor’s degree; to
be admitted to a doctoral program with a bachelor’s degree, a candidate must hold a bachelor’s
degree; and to be admitted to a doctoral program with a master’s degree, a candidate must have
a thesis-based master’s degree.

(8) Candidates accepted into graduate programs must meet one of the exemption
conditions specified in the Regulations of the Preparatory Class of the Basic English
Department at the School of Foreign Languages, Izmir Institute of Technology (published in
the Official Gazette No. 28309 on 31/05/2012) in order to register directly to the program,

thereby exempting them from the preparatory class.

Acceptance of Students through Horizontal Transfer

ARTICLE 8 — (1) A successful student who has completed at least one semester in a
graduate program at IZTECH or any other higher education institution, provided that they apply
within the specified time with the required documents, may be accepted into graduate programs
at IZTECH through horizontal transfer, with the recommendation of EABDB and the decision
of the Institute Board of Directors. In this decision, the courses from which the student will be
exempt and which courses will be counted toward the program will be specified separately. For
students coming from universities outside of IZTECH, credit equivalency is recommended by
the EABDB and determined by the Institute Board of Directors. Courses that are not taught in
English cannot be counted toward the program. The semester in which students will continue

their studies will be determined with the recommendation of the EABDB and the decision of
the Institute Board of Directors.



(2) No ALES score requirement is applied for student admissions via horizontal transfer,
except for transfers from non-thesis master's programs to thesis-based master's programs.

(3) Students applying for horizontal transfer from universities outside of [IZTECH must
meet at least one of the conditions for exemption from the Preparatory Class, as specified in the
Izmir Institute of Technology (IZTECH) School of Foreign Languages Preparatory English
Department Regulations, in order to be able to register for the program.

Admission to the English Preparatory Program

ARTICLE 9 — (1) Students who are deemed to have sufficient academic achievement for
admission to graduate programs, but who do not meet at least one of the exemption conditions
stated in the Izmir Institute of Technology (IZTECH) School of Foreign Languages Preparatory
English Department Regulations, and therefore must take the English proficiency exam, will be
subject to the provisions of the Izmir Institute of Technology (IZTECH) School of Foreign
Languages Preparatory English Department Regulations if they fail this exam or do not take
the exam.

Admission to the Scientific Preparatory Program

ARTICLE 10 - (1) The scientific preparatory program is designed to help students adjust
to the program they have applied for. Students to be admitted to this program will be determined
by EABDB after evaluating the applicants' undergraduate and/or graduate academic
performance and the structure of the undergraduate and/or graduate programs they have
followed.

(2) The maximum duration for the scientific preparatory program is two semesters.
Summer school is not included in this duration. The time spent in the program is not counted
towards the duration of the master's or doctoral program. If a student does not successfully
complete the scientific preparatory program by the end of the maximum duration, their
relationship with the program will be terminated.

(3) A master's student admitted to the scientific preparatory program will take courses at
the undergraduate level, while a doctoral student will take courses at the undergraduate and/or
master's level. The courses taken in the scientific preparatory program cannot replace the
courses required to complete the relevant graduate program. Students in the scientific
preparatory program may also take courses for the graduate program, subject to the
recommendations of the relevant Departmental Graduate Program Board (EABDB) and
approval by the Institute Board.

(4) To succeed in the scientific preparatory program:

Master’s students must complete each of the undergraduate-level scientific preparatory
program courses with at least a DD grade and the program with a minimum overall GPA of
2.00. Doctoral students must complete each of the undergraduate-level scientific preparatory
program courses with at least a DC grade, each of the master's level courses with at least a CC
grade, and the program with a minimum overall GPA of 2.50.

Special Circumstances for Student Admission

ARTICLE 11 - (1) Candidates who have documented valid reasons or who reside abroad
may be admitted to graduate programs using remote access technologies in a virtual
environment or based solely on their application documents.

‘Special Student Admission

ARTICLE 12 — (1) Students who are enrolled in a master's or doctoral program may be
accepted as special students to graduate courses at other higher education institutions with the
approval of the relevant Departmental Graduate Program Board (EABDB). The exemption
process for the courses taken and successfully completed by students enrolled as special
students is carried out by the EABDB to which they are registered. The conditions for special
student admission and other related provisions are determined by the Senate.



FOURTH CHAPTER
Courses, Exams, and Evaluations

Attendance Requirement

ARTICLE 13 - (1) Students are required to attend classes, practicals, and exams.
Attendance is monitored by the respective faculty member. The attendance requirement is 70%
for theoretical courses and 80% for design, laboratory, workshop, and practical courses.

Credit Value of Graduate Courses

ARTICLE14 - (1) The credit value of a graduate course is the total of the weekly
theoretical course hours and half of the weekly practical hours. The credit values of graduate
courses and the determination of non-credit courses are set by the Departmental Graduate
Program Board’s recommendation, the decision of the Institute Board, and the approval of the
Senate.

Course Exams, Evaluation, and Success

ARTICLE 15 - (1) In addition to mid-term exams and/or in-semester assignments,
students are also required to take a final exam and/or a final project evaluation. Students who
fail the course may be given a right to take a make-up exam instead of the final exam, provided
they meet the attendance requirement. The details regarding this matter are determined by the
Senate.

(2) Final exams and make-up exams are conducted at the locations and times announced
by EABDB.

(3) The final grade for a course is determined by the faculty member, considering the
mid-term exams, in-semester assignments and project work, the final exam and/or final project
evaluation, and the student's attendance. For students who take the make-up exam, the make-
up exam grade replaces the final exam grade in the calculation of their overall success.

(4) If a student is unable to attend an exam for a valid and justified reason, the student is
granted the right to take a make-up exam. The location and time of the make-up exam are
announced at least three business days before the original exam date. A student who does not
attend the make-up exam for any reason is not given a second make-up exam opportunity.

(5) EABD’lerde yapilacak tez calismasi, uzmanlik alani, seminer, tasarim, laboratuvar ve
at6lye derslerinde yariy1l sonu sinavi yapilmaz, basari notu yariyil i¢i notudur. Hangi derslerin
bu sekilde degerlendirilecegi EABDB nin énerisi iizerine Enstitii Kurulu karar1 ve Senato onayl1
ile belirlenir.No final exam is held for thesis work, specialization courses, seminars, design,
laboratory, and workshop courses in EABD. The final grade for these courses is based on in-
semester evaluations. The courses for which this evaluation method will be applied are
determined by EABDB’s proposal, the decision of the Institute Board, and Senate approval.

(6) To pass a credit-bearing course, a student must receive at least a CC in the course's
final grade for a master's degree program, or at least a CB for a doctoral program.

(7) Students who receive a U (unsatisfactory) grade consecutively twice, or a total of three
times intermittently, in the thesis course will have their enrollment in the program terminated.

Grades for Courses

ARTICLE 16 — (1) For each course taken by students, one of the following letter grades
is assigned by the instructor as the final course grade for the semester:

Score Final Course Grade Coefficient
90-100 AA 4.0
85-89 BA 3.5
80-84 BB 3.0
75-79 CB 2.5
70-74 CC 2.0
65-69 DC 1.5

60-64 DD 1.0



50-59 FD 0.5

0-49 FF 0.0

(2) The grades I (Incomplete), P (In Progress), S (Sufficient), U (Insufficient), EX
(Exempt), and NI (Not Included in Average) are grades that are not included in the GPA
calculation. The rules for these grades are as follows:

a) The grade "I" (Incomplete) is given to students who are unable to complete the
requirements of the course, such as exams, projects, reports, and similar activities during the
semester due to illness or another valid reason. If a student receives an "I" grade in any course,
they must complete their deficiencies and receive a grade within three business days from the
last day of entering grades into the student information system. Otherwise, the "I" grade will
automatically turn into an "FF/U" grade. In the case of a prolonged illness or similar situations,
the student may request an extension, which may be granted by EABDB’s recommendation and
the decision of the Institute's Executive Board until the first day of the next semester’s course
selection. '

b) The grade "P" (In Progress) is given to students who are successfully continuing their
thesis work. If the student is successful in the thesis defense exam, the "P" grade is changed to
an "S" grade by OIDB.

¢) The grade "S" (Sufficient) is given to students who are successful in their thesis defense
exam and for courses taken without credit upon successful completion.

d) The grade "U" (Unsatisfactory) is given to students who are unable to successfully
continue or complete their thesis work on time. The "U" grade is also given for courses taken
without credit in case of failure.

e) The grade "EX" (Exempt) is given for courses for which the student is exempted.

f) The grade "NI" (Not Included in Average) is given for courses taken by the student,
provided that these grades are not included in the GPA calculation. This grade will be shown
on the student’s transcript along with the letter grade received for the course.

(3) The grade "NA" (Not Attended) is given by the instructor to students who fail due to
not fulfilling the attendance requirements or failing to meet the conditions of course
applications. The "NA" grade is treated as an "FF/U" grade in the calculation of the GPA.

Notlarda maddi hata

ARTICLE 17 — (1) Bir smavin veya yartyil i¢i ¢alismasinin sonucuna, ilan tarihinden
itibaren ti¢ is giinii i¢inde yalnizca maddi hata yoniinden itiraz edilebilir. Ogrenciler, 6gretim
elemanimin not takdirine iliskin itirazda bulunamazlar. Ogrenci maddi hata itirazini, dersin
verildigi EABDB’ye yapar. Notlamada yapilan maddi hata, ilgili 6gretim elemaninin da goriisii
alinarak EABDB’nin &nerisi ile Enstitii Yonetim Kurulu tarafindan karara baglanir. Yariyil
sonu sinavlar1 maddi hatalarina iliskin kararlar, bir sonraki yarty1l ders segiminin ilk giiniine
kadar OIDB’ye génderilir.

Grade Point Averages

ARTICLE 18 — (1) The total credit for a course taken by a student is obtained by
multiplying the course's credit value by the coefficient of the final grade for that course.

(2) The semester grade point average is calculated by dividing the total credits earned
from all courses the student has registered for during the relevant semester by the total credit
values of those courses.

(3) The cumulative grade point average (CGPA), including the current semester, is
calculated by dividing the total credits earned from all courses taken by the student up to that
point by the total credit values of those courses. The most recent grade, excluding the "NI"
grade for repeated courses, is included in the CGPA.

(4) The academic status of students is determined at the end of each semester by
calculating their CGPA.

(5) The calculated averages are displayed to two decimal places.



Transfer of Courses or Taking Courses from Another Higher Education Institution

ARTICLE 19 — (1) Courses taken from programs at other higher education institutions
that were previously attended but were discontinued for any reason, or courses taken from
programs previously completed without being included in the GPA, may be counted towards
graduate education with the appropriate opinion of EABDB and the approval of the Institute
Executive Board, up to a maximum of two courses.

(2) Courses taken from discontinued programs at IZTECH or from previously completed
programs, which were not included in the GPA, may be counted towards graduate education
with the appropriate opinion of the EABDB and the approval of the Institute Executive Board.

(3) Apart from courses taken within the framework of mutual protocols and student
exchange programs, courses may be taken from domestic or international higher education
institutions to be counted towards the course load of the enrolled program with the suggestion
of the EABDB and the decision of the Institute Executive Board. The total number of these
courses may be a maximum of two for students continuing with a master’s program or a doctoral
program with a master's degree, and a maximum of four for students continuing with a doctoral
program with a bachelor’s degree.

(4) For a course or courses to be counted towards the total course load and credits, the
medium of instruction must be in English, and the student must achieve the success grade
specified in this regulation.

(5) Except for courses taken under the NI status, courses taken in a previously completed
diploma program and/or concurrently in two different graduate programs cannot be counted
towards both programs.

(6) Apart from courses taken within the framework of mutual protocols and student
exchange programs, the total number of courses taken from outside IZTECH, as specified in
paragraphs 1 and 3 and the fourth paragraph of the temporary Article 1, cannot exceed 50% of
the total number of courses required to complete the program.

Course Retake

ARTICLE 20 - (1) Students must retake the courses they failed in the first semester in
which the course is offered again. Instead of the elective courses to be retaken, other elective
courses considered equivalent by EABDB may also be taken. Students may retake courses they
passed in order to raise their GPA. However, for courses to be retaken or taken as equivalent,
information must be provided by the EABDB to OIDB.

CHAPTER FIVE
Master's Program

Master's Program

ARTICLE 21 - (1) The master's program can be conducted in two forms: thesis-based
and non-thesis. The departments will be in which EABD and how these programs will be
conducted are determined by the Senate.

(2) Transfer between thesis-based and non-thesis master's programs can be made,
provided that the student meets the minimum admission requirements of the program they wish
to transfer to. The transfer is carried out with the student's application, the recommendation of
EABDB, and the approval of the Institute Administrative Board.

The purpose of the thesis-based master's program:

ARTICLE 22 — (1) The aim of the thesis-based master's program is to enable the student
to acquire the ability to access information, evaluate it, and interpret it through scientific
research.

Duration, Course Load, and Success in the Thesis-Based Master's Program

ARTICLE 23 — (1) The thesis-based master's program consists of at least seven credit
courses, one seminar course, and a thesis project, with a total of at least 21 credits. The



minimum required student workload for completing the program is a total of 120 ECTS
(European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System).

(2) The courses in the thesis-based master's program must be successfully completed with
a minimum overall grade point average of 3.00.

(3) The duration of the thesis-based master's program, excluding the time spent in
scientific preparation, starts from the term in which the courses related to the enrolled program
are offered and lasts for four semesters, regardless of whether the student registers for each
term. The program must be completed in no more than six semesters. Students who fulfill all
the obligations specified in this regulation can complete the program in a shorter period.

(4) Students who fail to complete all the required courses listed in the curriculum, who
fail to achieve the required total credit amount, or who fail in their thesis project or do not take
the thesis defense within the maximum period (four semesters) will have their program
terminated.

(5) Students may select a maximum of two courses from undergraduate-level courses,
provided that they have not taken these courses during their bachelor's degree studies. These
courses will count towards the students' master's program course load and credits.

(6) It is mandatory for the student to take at least one course during their master's
education that covers scientific research techniques and research and publication ethics as part
of the curriculum they are subject to.

Appointment of a Thesis Supervisor in the Master's Program with Thesis

ARTICLE 24 - (1) (Amended: Official Gazette - 31/7/2024 — 32618) Students are
assigned a thesis advisor at the latest by the end of the first semester, based on the
recommendation of the relevant Department Board (EABDB) and the decision of the Institute's
Board of Directors. The thesis advisor must be:

a) A member of the Izmir Institute of Technology (IZTECH) faculty,

b) A faculty member who has taught in a bachelor's or master's program for at least two
semesters,

¢) A faculty member whose doctorate or associate professorship is in the same field as
the thesis program or in the department running the master's program.

In cases where the nature of the master's thesis requires more than one thesis advisor, a
second thesis advisor may be appointed. The second thesis advisor must hold at least a doctorate
and, if employed at a higher education institution, must be a faculty member. In
interdisciplinary programs, two thesis advisors are appointed, one of whom is the primary
advisor. These advisors must have research interests in different fields, and the primary advisor
must meet the conditions outlined in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this article. The primary advisor’s
doctorate or associate professorship must be in fields directly related to those determined by
the Higher Education Executive Board, and the second advisor must hold at least a doctorate
degree and be a faculty member if employed at a higher education institution. Researchers with
at least a doctorate degree who are assigned part-time duties under Article 46 of Law No. 2547
may also be chosen as thesis advisors. However, for these individuals to be appointed as
advisors, the student’s request, the researcher’s written consent, the recommendation of the
relevant EABDB, and the decision of the Institute's Board of Directors are required.

(2) The determination of the courses students will take and the registration process is
carried out by their thesis advisors. Until thesis advisors are assigned, this responsibility is
carried out by the relevant EABD Head.

(3) . Students are required to register for their thesis work and, if offered, for the course
related to their thesis advisor’s area of expertise in each semester, including the semester in
which the thesis advisor is approved by the Institute's Board of Directors.



(4) The thesis topic, determined by the student in collaboration with their advisor, must
be finalized by the end of the second semester, based on the recommendation of the relevant
EABDB and approval by the Institute's Board of Directors.

Completion of the Master's Thesis

ARTICLE 25 — (1) Students who have completed the required total credits and courses
for their registered program, who have passed all their courses and seminar courses, and whose
overall GPA is at least 3.00, are eligible to take the thesis defense exam.

(2) Students are required to write their master's thesis in accordance with the writing
guidelines specified by the Senate and defend it orally in front of the jury.

(3) The master's thesis jury is recommended by the relevant EABDB to the LEE and is
approved by the Institute's Board of Directors. Along with the jury proposal, the advisor’s
written opinion regarding the compliance of the thesis with the writing guidelines determined
by the Senate and its defensibility is also sent to the LEE via the EABDB. The thesis defense
jury consists of three or five main members, one of whom is the student's thesis advisor, and at
least one member from outside of IZTECH (Izmir Institute of Technology), and two alternate
members, at least one of whom is from outside of IZTECH. Only faculty members employed
at higher education institutions can be jury members. The majority of the jury, excluding the
student's advisors, must consist of other members. If the second thesis advisor is a jury member,
the jury will consist of five faculty members.

(4) Copies of the thesis are sent to the jury members along with the plagiarism software
report obtained for the thesis. If a real instance of plagiarism is detected in the data of the report,
the thesis will be sent to the Institute's Board of Directors for a decision, with the justification
provided by the jury member who detected the plagiarism.

(5) The jury members, after receiving the thesis and the related plagiarism report, will
convene within one month to conduct the thesis exam. The thesis exam consists of the
presentation of the thesis followed by a question-and-answer session. The thesis exam is open
to listeners. The decision regarding the exam result is communicated to the student in a closed
session, without the listeners present.

(6) After the completion of the thesis exam, the jury will make a decision by simple
majority on whether to accept, reject, or require revisions to the thesis. This decision is
communicated to LEE and OIDB with a report within three days following the thesis exam, as
notified by EABDB.

(7) Students who are required to make revisions to their thesis must make the necessary
changes and defend their thesis again before the same jury within a maximum of three months.
The distribution of the thesis to the jury members for this defense exam follows the principles
outlined in paragraph 4.

(8) Students will be considered unsuccessful in the graduate program and their enrollment
will be terminated in the following cases:

a) Failing to take the thesis exam by the maximum period,

b) Failing to take the thesis exam or failing the thesis exam after a decision for revisions
has been made, and not completing the revisions within the specified period,

c) The jury rejecting the thesis in the thesis exam.

(9) Students whose theses are rejected in the defense exam may, upon request, and with
the recommendation of the EABDB and the approval of the Institute's Board of Directors, be
granted a non-thesis master's degree, provided that they have fulfilled the necessary course
credits, project writing, and other requirements. This can be done through a non-thesis graduate
program approved by YOK.



ARTICLE 26 — Master's Thesis Degree

ARTICLE 26 — (1) (Amended: Official Gazette- 31/7/2024 —32618) For students who
pass the thesis exam, the graduation requirement includes having made at least one oral, written,
or poster presentation related to the thesis work at a national or international event, or having
produced at least one scientific research article from the thesis work that has been published or
submitted to national or international peer-reviewed journals. A master's degree with thesis will
be granted to students who submit the bound and electronic copies of their thesis, along with
documentation of the presentation they made or the document proving that the scientific
research article has been submitted or accepted for publication, to LEE within one month from
the thesis exam date. The thesis will be considered in terms of its format and content, and the
diploma will be issued once it is approved. Students who fail to fulfill the presentation or
publication requirement, or who cannot provide proof of compliance, will not be allowed to
submit their thesis to LEE.

The submission deadline for the thesis is evaluated separately from the maximum
duration and may be extended by one month with the proposal of EABDB and the approval of
the Graduate School Administrative Board. If the student does not fulfill these conditions and
has exceeded the maximum duration, their diploma will not be granted, and their enrollment
will be terminated. Students who have not exceeded the maximum duration will not receive
their diploma until they fulfill the required conditions, and they will not be entitled to student
rights. If the maximum duration expires, their enrollment in the program will be terminated.

(2) The name of the EADB program the student is enrolled in, as approved by YOK
(Council of Higher Education), will be listed on the Master's degree with thesis diploma.

' ~(3) The graduation date is the date when the signed copy of the thesis is submitted to LEE
by the thesis examination jury committee.

Tezsiz yiiksek lisans programinin amaci

ARTICLE 27 — (1) The aim of the non-thesis master's program is to provide the student
with knowledge in a professional field and to demonstrate how existing knowledge can be
applied in practice.

Tezsiz yiiksek lisans programinda siire, ders yiikii ve basar1

ARTICLE 28 — (1) The non-thesis master's program consists of at least ten credit-bearing
courses and a term project course, with a total of at least 30 credits. The term project course is
non-credit and is graded as either pass or fail. The student is required to enroll in the term
project course in the semester it is offered and submit a written report at the end of the semester.
According to the guidelines set by the Senate, a qualification exam may be implemented at the
end of the non-thesis master's program. To complete the non-thesis master's program, the
required minimum student workload is a total of 60 ECTS credits.

(2) The courses in the non-thesis master's program must be successfully completed with
at least a 3.00 grade point average.

(3) The completion period for the non-thesis master's program, excluding the time spent
in scientific preparation, starts from the semester when the student registers for the program-
related courses and lasts at least two semesters and at most three semesters, regardless of
whether the student registers each semester.

(4) Students who fail to successfully complete the non-thesis master's program within the
maximum duration will have their enrollment in the program terminated.

(5) The student may select up to three courses from the undergraduate program, provided
they have not taken them during their undergraduate studies.

(6) The student is required to take at least one course related to scientific research
techniques and research and publication ethics, which is included in the teaching plan they
follow, during their graduate studies. :



Tezsiz yiiksek lisans programinda danisman atanmasi

ARTICLE 29 — (1) In the non-thesis master's program, EABDB assigns an academic
staff member or a lecturer with a doctoral degree, who meets the qualifications determined by
the Senate, to provide guidance on course selection and the execution of the term project for
each student, no later than the end of the first semester.

(2) The determination of the courses the student will take and the registration process are
carried out by the student's advisor, and until the advisor is appointed, by EABDB.

Tezsiz yiiksek lisans diplomasi

ARTICLE 30 - (1) A non-thesis master's diploma is awarded to students who
successfully complete the required credit courses and the term project, with a minimum
cumulative grade point average of 3.00 in the non-thesis master's program.

(2) The non-thesis master's diploma will include the officially approved name of EADB
program the student is enrolled in, as determined by YOK (Council of Higher Education).

(3) Students enrolled in the non-thesis master's program may transfer to a thesis master's
program, provided they meet the minimum requirements specified for the thesis master's
program. In such cases, the courses taken in the non-thesis program may be counted as
equivalent to the courses in the thesis master's program, with the approval of the Institute Board
of Directors.

SIXTH CHAPTER
Doctoral Program

Purpose and Scope of the Doctoral Program

ARTICLE 31 — (1) The purpose of the doctoral program is to equip students with the
ability to conduct independent research, analyze and interpret scientific events with a broad and
deep perspective, and determine the necessary steps to achieve new syntheses.

(2) The thesis to be prepared at the end of the doctoral study must fulfill at least one of
the following criteria:

a) Introducing innovation to science,

b) Developing a new scientific method,

¢) Applying an existing method to a new field.

(3) Doctoral programs may also be organized as integrated doctoral programs both
domestically and internationally. The procedures and principles for these programs are
determined by YOK (Council of Higher Education) upon the proposal of IZTECH.

Duration, Course Load, and Success in the Doctoral Program

ARTICLE 32 - (1) The doctoral program consists of at least seven courses, one seminar
course, a qualification exam, a thesis proposal, and thesis work for students admitted with a
thesis-based master's degree, with a total of no less than 21 credits. For students admitted with
a bachelor's degree, it consists of at least fourteen courses, one seminar course, a qualification
exam, a thesis proposal, and thesis work, with a total of no less than 42 credits. The total student
workload required to complete the doctoral program is at least 240 ECTS for those admitted
with a master's degree and at least 300 ECTS for those admitted with a bachelor's degree.

(2) The doctoral program courses must be successfully completed with a minimum GPA
of 3.00.

(3) The doctoral program, excluding the time spent on scientific preparation, starts from
the semester in which courses are offered for those admitted with a thesis-based master's degree.
It lasts for eight semesters, with a maximum completion time of twelve semesters. For those
admitted with a bachelor's degree, the program lasts for ten semesters, with a maximum
completion time of fourteen semesters.

(4) The maximum duration for successfully completing the required credits in the doctoral
program is four semesters for those admitted with a thesis-based master's degree, and six
semesters for those admitted with a bachelor's degree.



(5) Students who fail to complete the required total credits and courses for their registered
program within the maximum duration, who do not succeed in credit courses, or whose GPA is
below 3.00, will be considered unsuccessful, and their relationship with the program will be
terminated.

(6) Students who fail to complete their thesis work within the maximum duration and do
not participate in the thesis defense exam or fail the thesis defense exam will have their
relationship with the program terminated.

(7) Bachelor's courses are not counted towards the course load or doctoral credits.

(8) The grades of courses not counted towards the doctoral credits do not contribute to
the GPA, but they are marked as "NI" (Not Included) on the grade sheet.

(9) Students must take at least one course during their doctoral education that includes
scientific research techniques and research and publication ethics, as specified in their
curriculum. However, students who have taken and passed this course during their master's
education are exempt from taking it during their doctoral education.

(10) Apart from thesis and specialty area courses, students must complete any other non-
credit courses and courses marked as NI by the end of one semester before the maximum
duration of their program. Students who fail to take or pass these courses within the specified
time will have their relationship with the program terminated.

Appointment of an Advisor in the Doctoral Program
ARTICLE 33 — (1) (Amended: RG - 31/7/2024 — 32618) For a doctoral student, the thesis
advisor and the title and subject of the thesis to be carried out with the advisor must be
determined by the end of the second semester, based on the proposal of the relevant EABDB
and the decision of the Institute Board. The doctoral thesis advisors must be selected from
faculty members who meet the following criteria:
a) Be employed in the IZTECH staff,
b) Have taught at least four semesters in a bachelor's or at least two semesters in a thesis master's
or doctoral program,,
¢) Hold a PhD or associate professorship in the same field as the doctoral program, or be part
of the faculty that runs the doctoral program,
¢) Have successfully supervised at least one completed master's thesis.

In cases where the nature of the doctoral thesis requires multiple thesis advisors, a second thesis
advisor may be appointed. The second thesis advisor must hold at least a PhD and, if employed
in a higher education institution, must be a faculty member. In interdisciplinary programs, two
thesis advisors are appointed, one of whom is the primary advisor. These advisors must work
in different fields, and the primary advisor must meet the conditions mentioned in (a), (b), and
(¢), with their PhD or associate professorship in directly related fields as determined by the
Higher Education Executive Board. The second thesis advisor must also have at least a PhD
and, if employed in a higher education institution, must be a faculty member.

Researchers who hold at least a PhD and are employed part-time under Article 46 of Law No,
2547 may also be appointed as thesis advisors. However, for these individuals to be assigned
as advisors, the student's request, the written consent of the relevant researcher, the proposal of
the relevant EABDB, and the decision of the Institute Board are required.



(2) The planning of the courses to be taken by the student and the registration process are
carried out by the thesis advisor, or, until a thesis advisor is appointed, by the relevant EABD
head.

(3) Students are required to register for their thesis work and, if available, the course in
their thesis advisor's area of expertise every semester, including the semester in which their
thesis advisor is approved by the Institute Board.

Doctoral Qualification Exam

ARTICLE 34 — (1) . The purpose of the qualification exam is to assess whether the
student has depth of knowledge in fundamental subjects and in the topics related to their
doctoral work. _

(2) Doctoral qualification exams are held twice a year on the dates announced in the
academic calendar.

(3) The doctoral qualification exam consists of written and oral exams that will determine
the student's ability in their field of science and their inclination towards research. The entire
doctoral qualification exam is conducted in English.

(4) Students who wish to take the doctoral qualification exam must apply to the EABD
with a petition. Doctoral students admitted with a master's degree must take the qualification
exam by the end of their fifth semester, and doctoral students admitted with a bachelor's degree
must take the exam by the end of their seventh semester. Students who do not take the doctoral
qualification exam within these timeframes will have their relationship with the program
terminated.

(5) The qualification exams are organized and conducted by the Doctoral Qualification
Committee, which is proposed by the EABD and approved by the Institute Board of Directors,
consisting of five faculty members serving for three years. The committee forms an examination
jury for each student, comprising five faculty members, one of whom is the student's thesis
advisor. The Institute Board of Directors decides whether or not the advisor will participate in
the exam evaluation based on a reasoned recommendation from the EABD. If the advisor does
not participate in the evaluation, the jury will consist of six faculty members. In addition to the
student's advisor, the exam jury must include at least two faculty members from higher
education institutions outside of IZTECH.

(6) The doctoral qualification exam consists of two parts: written and oral. Students who
pass the written exam will be allowed to take the oral exam. Students who fail the written exam
will be considered to have failed the qualification exam as well. The oral exam is open to
listeners. The exam jury evaluates the student's performance in both the written and, if
applicable, oral exams, and by a majority vote, decides whether the student is successful or
unsuccessful. A report stating whether the student has passed or failed the doctoral qualification
exam will be sent to LEE and OIDB by the EABD within three days at the latest.

(7) Students who use their first attempt in the doctoral qualification exam and fail will be
allowed to use their second attempt in the following semester. If these students have passed the
written exam in their first attempt, they will not be required to take the written exam again in
their second attempt.

(8) Students who are required to use their second attempt in the doctoral qualification

exam but either do not take the exam or fail it will have their relationship with the program
terminated.

(9) The doctoral qualification exam jury may require students who have completed their
coursework but have passed the qualification exam to take additional courses. Students enrolled
in the doctoral program with a master's degree may be required to take a maximum of two
additional courses, and students enrolled with a bachelor's degree may be required to take a
maximum of four courses. These courses can be taken with NI status, based on the



recommendation of the relevant EABD and the approval of the Institute Board of Directors. In
order for students to be eligible to take the thesis defense exam, they must pass these additional
courses.

(10) Students who have failed the doctoral qualification exam and were admitted to the
program with a bachelor's degree, if they wish to transition to a master's program, can be
transferred to the master's program with the recommendation of the relevant EABD and the
decision of the Institute Board, provided that they have successfully completed at least seven
of their courses.

Doctoral Thesis Monitoring Committee

ARTICLE 35 — (1) A thesis monitoring committee shall be established within one month
for students who have passed the qualification exam, with the recommendation of the relevant
EABDB and the approval of the Institute Board.

(2) The thesis monitoring committee consists of three faculty members. In addition to the
thesis advisor, the committee includes one member from within and one member from outside
the relevant EABD. For students in interdisciplinary doctoral programs, up to two faculty
members from the department where the thesis advisor is located may be part of the thesis
monitoring committee.

(3) If the student has a second thesis advisor, the second thesis advisor may attend
committee meetings if they wish, but they cannot be a member of the thesis monitoring
committee.

(4) After the formation of the thesis monitoring committee, changes in its members can
be made with the recommendation of the relevant EABDB and the approval of the Institute
Board.

Doctoral Thesis Proposal Defense

ARTICLE 36 — (1) Students who successfully complete the doctoral qualification exam
will orally defend their thesis proposal, including the purpose, methodology, and work plan of
their research, in front of the thesis monitoring committee within a maximum of six months.
Students must distribute a written report of the thesis proposal to the committee members at
least fifteen days before the oral defense.

(2) The thesis monitoring committee will decide by a simple majority whether to accept,
amend, or reject the thesis proposal. This decision will be communicated to LEE and OIDB in
writing by the EABDB within three days of the thesis proposal presentation. A one-month
period is given for corrections. In the subsequent defense, the thesis proposal will be accepted
or rejected by a simple majority of the thesis monitoring committee. This decision will also be
communicated to LEE and OIDB in writing by the EABDB within three days.

(3) For students whose thesis proposal is rejected, a new thesis topic and/or advisor may
be assigned upon the recommendation of the EABDB. In case of advisor change, a new thesis
monitoring committee is appointed for the student with the recommendation of the EABDB
and approval of the Institute Board. Students who fail their thesis proposal defense and wish to
continue with the same advisor will be given another chance to defend their proposal within
three months. Those who change their advisor and thesis topic will be allowed to defend a new
proposal within six months.

(4) At the end of the maximum periods specified in paragraphs one and three, students
who fail to submit a thesis proposal without a valid excuse will be considered unsuccessful by
the thesis monitoring committee.

(5) Students who fail their thesis proposal twice will be dismissed from the program.

(6) For students whose thesis proposal is accepted, the thesis monitoring committee will
meet twice a year, once between January and June, and once between July and December. The
student must submit a written report to the committee members at least one month before the
meeting date. This report will summarize the work done so far and outline the plan for the next



semester's work. The student's thesis progress will be evaluated by the committee as either
successful or unsuccessful.

(7) Students who do not complete the thesis monitoring on time will be considered
unsuccessful, and this result will be reported to LEE and OIDB by the EABDB with a protocol
within three days.

(8) Students who fail to attend or successfully complete thesis monitoring meetings
consecutively for two times or three times intermittently will be dismissed from the program.

(9) Thesis proposal defenses and thesis monitoring meetings can be conducted in person
or virtually with the support of remote access technologies.

Completion of the Doctoral Thesis

ARTICLE 37 — (1) Students who have completed the required total credits and number
of courses for their enrolled program, who have passed all their courses, have a minimum GPA
of 3.00, and have passed the doctoral qualification exam, thesis proposal exam, and at least
three thesis monitoring evaluations are eligible to take the thesis defense exam.

(2) A student who completes their doctoral thesis must write the results in accordance
with the writing rules determined by the Senate and defend their thesis in front of a jury.

(3) The student whose thesis is accepted by the thesis advisor applies to the relevant
EABDB to take the thesis defense exam. The doctoral thesis jury is proposed by the relevant
EABDB to LEE and appointed by the decision of the Institute Board. Along with the jury
proposal, the written opinion of the advisor stating that the thesis is defendable is also sent to
LEE through the EABDB. The jury consists of five members, three of whom are faculty
members from the student's thesis monitoring committee and at least two of whom are faculty
members from other higher education institutions. The advisor may, upon a reasoned proposal
from the EABDB and the decision of the Institute Board, choose not to participate in the exam
evaluation. In this case, the jury will consist of six faculty members. The second thesis advisor
may sit in the jury without voting rights. If one of the thesis monitoring committee members is
from outside IZTECH, at least one substitute member must be from outside IZTECH. If all
thesis monitoring committee members are from within IZTECH, then at least two substitute
members must be from outside IZTECH.

(4) The copies of the thesis are sent to the jury members along with the plagiarism
software report obtained for the thesis. If a real plagiarism is detected in the data of the report,
the thesis will be sent to the Institute Board for a decision by the jury member who detected the
plagiarism, along with their justification.

(5) The jury members, within one month from the date they receive the thesis and the
related plagiarism report, will convene and conduct the thesis defense. The thesis defense
consists of the presentation of the thesis and a subsequent question-and-answer session, and it
is open to the audience.

(6) After the completion of the thesis defense, the jury will make a decision on acceptance,
rejection, or revision of the thesis by a simple majority, and this decision will be communicated
to LEE and OIDB by the EABDB in a report within three days following the thesis defense.

(7) A student who receives a revision decision for their thesis must make the necessary
corrections and defend the thesis again in front of the same jury within six months at the latest.
The principles mentioned in the fourth paragraph regarding the submission of the thesis and its
distribution to the jury members will apply for this defense exam.

(8) Students who fail to attend the thesis defense exam within the required time after
revisions, who do not succeed in the thesis defense exam, or who do not successfully defend
their thesis within the maximum time will be dismissed from the program.



(9) Students admitted to the doctoral program with a bachelor's degree whose theses are
rejected in the defense exam may, upon request, be awarded a non-thesis master's degree
diploma from the relevant program, provided that they fulfill the course credit requirements,
project writing, and similar requirements of a non-thesis master's program approved by YOK,
with the proposal of the EABDB and the approval of the Institute Board.

Doctoral Diploma
ARTICLE 38— (1) (Amended: RG - 31/7/2024 —32618) Students who pass the thesis defense
exam must meet the graduation requirement of having a scientific research article, produced
from their thesis during their doctoral studies, published or accepted for publication in an
international peer-reviewed journal. For students in the fields of science and engineering, the
journal must be indexed in SCI, SCI-Expanded, SSCI, or AHCI; for architecture, the journal
must be indexed in SCI, SCI-Expanded, SSCI, AHCI, ESCI, or Scopus.

The student must submit a bound and electronic copy of the doctoral thesis, along with the
written statement from the advisor confirming that the thesis complies with the thesis writing
guidelines determined by the Senate. Additionally, the student must provide a document
showing the Digital Object Identifier (DOI) of the published or accepted research article. This
must be submitted to LEE within one month from the date of the thesis defense exam. The
student who meets the publication condition and submits all required documents will be eligible
to receive a doctoral diploma. Students who do not fulfill the publication requirement or cannot
provide proof of meeting the requirement cannot submit their thesis to LEE. The thesis
submission deadline is evaluated separately from the maximum duration and may be extended
by one more month upon the proposal of the relevant EABDB and the approval of the Institute
Management Board. A student who does not meet these conditions:

a) If the maximum duration has not yet expired, they cannot receive their diploma until the
conditions are met, cannot benefit from student rights, and if the maximum duration expires,
their relationship with the program will be terminated.

b) If the maximum duration has expired, they cannot receive their diploma, and their
relationship with the program will be terminated.

(2) The doctoral diploma will include the name of the program in the relevant EABD, which
has been approved by YOK.

(3) The graduation date is the date when the signed copy of the thesis is delivered to LEE by
the thesis examination jury committee.
SEVENTH CHAPTER
Miscellaneous and Final Provisions

Other Provisions

ARTICLE 39 - (1) There can be no familial or kinship relationship between the members
of the jury and committees related to graduate education, or between the members and the
students being evaluated. Furthermore, the number of members who have a supervisory
relationship cannot constitute the majority in the jury/committee.

(2) Graduate program quotas are determined by taking into account the number of faculty
members who can be assigned to graduate programs as set by YOK (Council of Higher
Education) and the number of students per faculty member. For thesis-based master's and
doctoral programs, the maximum number of students per faculty member is 14 for thesis
supervision. For non-thesis master's programs, excluding thesis-based master's and doctoral
programs, the maximum number is 16 students per faculty member. However, for graduate
programs carried out under a protocol with YOK and within the framework of university-
industry collaboration, this quota can be increased by up to 50%.



(3) In cases of disasters and pandemics, thesis-stage graduate students may be granted an
additional period of up to two semesters upon request. If the disaster or pandemic situation
persists, the student may apply for an extension for one more semester. These additional periods
will not be counted as part of the maximum duration of the program.

Lack of Provisions

ARTICLE40 - (1) In cases where there are no provisions in this Regulation, the
provisions of the "Izmir Institute of Technology Student Registration and Admission
Procedures Regulation" published in the Official Gazette on 24/8/1998, No. 23443, other
relevant legislation, and Senate decisions shall apply.

Revocation of the Previous Regulation

ARTICLE 41— (1) The "[zmir Institute of Technology Graduate Education and Training
Regulation" published in the Official Gazette on 22/1/2017, No. 29956, has been repealed.

‘Transitional Provisions

TEMPORARY ARTICLE 1 - (1) For graduate students enrolled before the start of the
2016-2017 academic year, the maximum durations will start from the fall semester of the 2016-
2017 academic year.

(2) For graduate students enrolled before the start of the 2016-2017 academic year,
failures in thesis courses, doctoral qualification exams, thesis proposal defenses, or thesis
monitoring before the fall semester of the 2016-2017 academic year will not be taken into
consideration.

(3) (Amended: RG - 31/7/2024 — 32618) The condition of termination of enrollment
stated in the tenth paragraph of Article 32 will not apply to doctoral students who were enrolled
before the spring semester of the 2020-2021 academic year. Additionally, the publication
requirement for graduation, as specified in the first paragraphs of Article 26 and Article 38, will
not apply to graduate students enrolled before the fall semester of the 2024-2025 academic year.
For students enrolled in the doctoral program between the spring semester of the 2020-2021
academic year and the fall semester of the 2024-2025 academic year, the provision of Article
38, paragraph one, in effect before the publication date of this amendment will continue to
apply.

(4) For students who enrolled as special students in English-language courses during the
last three academic years before the 2020-2021 academic year, and who passed at most two
courses, these courses may be counted towards their graduate education, provided that
EADBB’s approval and the Institute’s Board of Directors’ approval are obtained.

(5) Students who were enrolled in or graduated from non-thesis master’s programs before
6/2/2013 may apply to doctoral programs.

Enforcement

ARTICLE 42 — (1) This Regulation shall enter into force on the date of its publication,
effective from the beginning of the spring semester of the 2020-2021 academic year.

Implementation

~ ARTICLE 43 — (1) The provisions of this Regulation shall be implemented by the Rector
of Izmir Institute of Technology.



